IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of searching for data, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

accepting a question from a client; 

sending the gup^finn thmuah a defined A pplication Program Interface to a 
plurality of search Q^n/irAs xA/hRmin each searc h service within the plurality of search 
services accepts the question through the de f ined Application Program Interface that is 
defined to be the same Applicatinn Program I nterface for all of the search services 
within the plurality of search services ; 

receiving a plurality of results from one or more of the search ser^ices^jvherein 
fianh of the one or more of the search serv ices provides results through the defined 
Application Program Interface; 

rfir.P.ivinq. from each of the one or more of the s earch services, a specification of 
whe r e in ea c h of the rozultg hao an associated rank vahift fnr Rach result within the 
pluralitv of results, the specification of the associated rank value having been ttot-is 
assigned by the respective search service from which the result is received; and 

adjusting the s pecification of the associated rank value of at least one result 
based upon a weight for the search service that assigned the associated specification 
of the rank value , wherein the weight is assigned by at least one of a client specification 
and a default weighting specification. 

2. {Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 

send inn , through thp rlefined Application Program ming Interface and in conjunction with 
the question, at least one user preference to the plurality of search services. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
r«rc>K/in q , thmiioh the defined Application pr ogram interface, a specification of a 
maximum ran k value possible from the each respective search service within the one or 
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mnm of the search services, wherein the flg«^nniatefl specification of the ranl< value is 
relative to the maximum ranl< vgiMg_pnssihle from the respective search service. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
sending a subset of the results to the client, the subset being selected in dependence 
upon the n^q^n^^"^ ^^^^ Qp^nifinatinn of the rank values of the results after the 
adjusting step and upon a user specified pre fp.rfince for a number of results to receive. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the receiving step 
comprises storing the results in a result pool, and the method further comprises-the 

G tcp o f' 

RPnriinn. throuch the defined Application Progra m Interface and In conjunction 
with the question, a response time out value: and 

ratrim/inr|, aftfir a time period corresponding to the response timeout value 
elapses, the results from the result pool after a prodetomiinod t i me . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising maintaining a set 
of user defined preferences, wherein the use r defined preferences comprise the client 
s pecification, and wherein the client spe nification comprises a user .specified weight for 
at least one search service within the one or more search services, and 

wherein the weight assigned by the client specification overrides the weight 
assigned by the default weighting specification. 

7 - 8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim §1 , wherein the question is a natural 
language cuestinn. the method further comprising the step of sending , through the 
defined Application Program Interface, a parsed representation of the natural language 
guestion to the search c,:.n/iroQ whfirein the parsed representation consists of terms 
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within thfi natural language que ry pinna with metadata for the terms within the natural 
lanauaoe auerv . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of sending a parsed 
representation includes the sub-steps of: 

generating grammatical information describing the natural language question, 
wherein the arammatlr.al inform ^tinn nnmorises at least one of identifloation of nouns in 
the natural lannuaae question- iriBntification o f verbs in the natural language question 
anri irientification nf at least on ^ nf adjectives and adverbs in the natural language 
question : and 

providing the grammatical information to at least one of the search services. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system of searching for data, the system comprising: 

a pgrQPr, nppratina on at least o nfi nomouter svstem. for accepting a question 
from a client; 

a rHiQpatnhP T , npRratina on the M least one computer system, for sending the 
qnoctinn thmug h a defined Applic atinn Program Interface to a plurality of search 
.^r.nn^.^ whprpin P^nh search s^rvine within th fi nluralitv of search services accepts the 
question through the defined APDlicatlon P rogram Interface that is defined to be the 
same ADDllcation Program Interface for all o f the search services within the plurality of 
search services ; 

a rppflivp r npfiratina on the at I fiast one computer svstem, for receiving a 
plurality of results from one or more of the search services, wherein each of the one or 
mom of the se^^rnh services pm vid^s results through the defined Application Program 
Interface, the receiver further for receivin o from each of the one or more of the search 
<.en/irc>R a specification of whoroin each of the re s ults has an associated rank value for 
each result within thR nluralitv of results, the snecification of the associated rank value 
having beent ha^ assigned by the respective search service from which the result is 
received; an4 
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a nnrmali7fir, o perating on the at least one computer system, for adjusting the 
flssnniatfid s pecification of the ran k value of at least one result based upon a weight for 
the search service that assigned the associated, specification of the rankjialue, wherein 
the weight is assigned by at least one of a client specification and a default weighting 

specificationi.and 

fl result generator for sending at least part of the plurality of results to the client. 



12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 , further compris i ng t^wherein the 

result generator Is further adapted f or sending a subset of the results to the client, the 
subset being selected in dependence upon the associated fante specification of the 
rank values of the results after the adjusting by the normalizer and upon a user 
specified preference for a number of results to receive. 

13. (Cun-ently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the receiver further 
comprises a result pool for storing the results, the dispatcher is further for sending. 
through the defined Application Program Inte rface and in coniunction with the question, 
a response timeout value: and the normalizer further retrieves , after a time period 
rnrrespondina to th^ rflsnonse t impnnt value elapses, the results from the result pool 
gftor a predotorminod time . 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 , the dispatcher further for 
maintaininc a set of user defined preferences - wherein the user defined preferences 
fvim prise the client specif icatinn. and wherein the client specification comprises a user 
R pedfied weight for at least one search servi ce within the one or more search services, 



wherein the weight is assigned by the client specification overrides the weight 
assigned by the default weighting specification. 




and 
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1 5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein question is a natural 
language g-.^^tinn, wherein the dispat c her is further for sending, through the defined 
Application Program Interface, a parsed rep resentation of the natural language 
question to the search services, wherein the parsed representati on cons ists of terms 
within the natural lanauace ouerv along wit h metadata for the terms within the natural 
lancuaae guen/ . 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 15, 

wherein the parser further generates grammatical information describing the 
natural language gi.^^tinn, wherein the gram m atical information comprises at least one 
f^f identification r^f nouns in the natural langua ge question, identification of verbs in the 
natural languane nuestion and identificatio n of at least one of adjectives and adverbs in 
the natural l anguage question, and 




the dispatcher provides the grammatical information to at least one of the search 



17. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium i nc l uding tangibly encoded 
with computer instructions for searching for data, the computer instructions comprising 
instructions for: 

accepting a question from a client; 

sending the question through a defi ned Application Program Interface to a 
plurality of search o^^/ir-^ ^ whpmin eanh search service within the plurality of search 
services accepts the Question thmuoh the de fined Application Pmqram Interface that is 
defined to be the same Aoplic^tinn Program Interface for all nf the search services 
within the plurality of s earch services: 

receiving a plurality of results from one or more of the search services , wherei n 
each of the one nr more of the search ser v ir.es provides results through the defined 
Application Program Interface: 




services. 
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rp.nflivina. from each of the one nr more of the search services, a spec ification of 
whoroin each of tho rosults has an associated rank value for each result within the 
plurality of results, the specification of the associated rank value having b een thafr4s 
assigned by the respective search service from which the result is received; and 

adjusting the aggnr.iatfifl specification of the rank value of at least one result 
based upon a weight for the search service that assigned the associated specification 
of the rank value, wherein the weight is assigned by at least one of a client specification 
and a default weighting specification. 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 17, further 
comprising instructions for sending a subset of the results to the client, the subset being 
selected in dependence upon the associated faftks sppoification of the rank values of 
the results after the ariju^tinr^ and u pon a user specified preference for a number of 
results to receive . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 1 7, wherein the 
instructions for receiving comprises instructions for storing the results in a result pool 
and the computer readable medium further comprises instructions for: 

spnriina. throuch the defined Appll c ^tinn Program Interface and in con j unction 
with the QufiRtion. a res ponse timeout value; and 

r^tri»^/lnr^ aft^r a time Period corresponding to tha response timeout value elapses, the 
results from the result pool after a prodotorminod t i me . 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 1 7, further 
nnmnrisina instp.r-tinns for maint a ininn a set of user defined preferences, wherein the 
Lisfir defined prfifarences comprise the client s pecifi cation , and wherein the client 
,.; penification comprises a user s p pnifieri weight for at least one search service within 
the one or more search services, and 
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wherein the weight assigned by the client specification overrides the weight 
assigned by the default weighting specification. 



21 . (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 1 7, wherein the 
q uestion is a natural language question, the computer instru ctions further comprising 
instructions for c^nHinr^, thrnn gh thR defined Ao piination Program Interface, a parsed 
representation of the question to the search services, wherein the parsed 
re presentation mnsists of terms within the natural language query along with metadata 
ff^rthe temis within the na tural language query. 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 21 , wherein the 
instmctions for sending a parsed representation include instructions for: 

generating grammatical information describing the natural language question. 
wherein the grammatical inform^^tion comprises at least one o f identification of nouns in 
thP natural iangupriP n..fi.^tion. i d entification of verbs in the natural language question 
and identificatinn of at least one of adiectives and adverbs in the natural language 
question : and 

providing the grammatical information to at least one of the search services. 

23. (New) The method of claim 2. wherein the at least one user preference comprises 
at least one of a timeout, and a maximum result size, the method further comprising: 

receiving at one of the one or more search services, through the defined 
Application Program Interface, the question and the at least one user preference; 

determining, at the one of the one or more search services, at least one result 
within the plurality of results based upon the question and the at least one user 
preference; and 

sending from the one of the one or more search services the at least one result 
in accordance with the at least one user preference. 
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24. (New) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the grammatical information comprises 
an identification of nouns in the natural language question, an identification of verbs in 
the natural language question and an identification of at least one of adjectives and 
adverbs in the natural language question, the method further comprising: 

receiving at one of the one or more search services, through the defined 
Application Program Interface, the grammatical information; 

evaluating, at the one of the one or more search services, the natural language 
question by assigning high weight to nouns, medium weight to verbs and low weight to 
adjectives and adverbs 

determining, at the one of the one or more search services, at least one result 
within the plurality of results based upon the evaluating the natural language query; and 

sending from the one of the one or more search services the at least one result 
in accordance with the at least one user preference. 
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